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Mernorandum for Offlce Study only, by E.;MO R. MORGAN

0n May L5, L6, and Lf, 19/*0 I niatle dn extended. field trip into the
Ulntah basin fot' the purpdse of examining Proofs of Appropriatfon eincl AppJ-l-
cations covering water fron Drchesne, Lakefork, Uintah, and I'Ihlterocks rivers
and Dry Gulch ancl Deep creeks. There were L6 Froofs and 5 Appllcatlons.

Generally speaklng, the Proofs w6re in better shape than any I have
exnmined in the State. 1'no Appllcations lnvolved water from springs rlslng
on Indian land. Neola Torrrn has nade applicatlbn for two small springs rising
on an Incliah /+0. The water from bne of the sprlngs has already beea plped. to '"qr

the Town. Ttre other Appllcatlon by the lfhiterocks Irrigatlon Company proposes
to appropriate water from severaL snalL springs as it ls intercepted by appll- -
cantts'canal. In each case the Indian Servlce strongly contencls that tbe water
ls not subJect to appropriatlon, as provlded by the State Iaw, but rather, be-
Lone's to the Indian Service becauge of its rlsing on Indian land". Offlcials
of the Indlan Sbrvlce st,atett that there were ma:ry instances in which appropria-
tlons of such water had been pernitted due to the fact that in each case tbe
quantity of water was so srnal] that the Indian rigbt rrould. not be jeopardlzetl;
howev6r, the nuhber of'Applications for'such lvater is stead.tly increasing, and
the offlcials statecl'that they nnrst stop thlb practice because of the prlnciple
involved. and. becairse of the inpendlng tlanger to Indian rigbts.

' In going over the 0uray Park Irrigatlon Cornpany canal, it was observed
that the flume across Deep creek is in a velT eritical condltlon. From lts
general appearance one would thinl that it wouJ.d collapse any minute. It has
been tled with guy wlres, braced. wlth logs, proppbd. up fiith boards, and is still
about as zigzagry as a zuspefded. snake. Thls cRnel zupplies both the orlinary
antl irrigatlon water for the area east of Ratdlettl Should the'flume fall, a
serloug condition would resuLt ln that part of the basln. The work is alreatly
under'way to congtruct a larger canal at a higher elemtion to replace not only
the Ouray Fark canal but also the Moffatt canal. (The Moffatt sanalrs fhrlne
across Deep creek is ln about the same conditlon As the flume already tiescribecl
for tbe Ouray Park canaI. ) The new canal ls already constructed from Deep creek
to a polnt libere the water could be clunped baek lnto the present canal.s. No

construction has been made between Deep creek and the Ulntah river because of
failrrre to obtain right of way across Intlian lancls. Mr. B. 0. Coltonr englneer
for the guray hrk lrrlgetlon Codpany, stated that Appllcatlon for rigbt of way
was made to the Intltan Se::nice many months ago, but as yet no perrnisslon has been
glvenr This ae$r canal- not only wlIt permit consoltd.ation of two irrtgation com-
panies, but also wlll provide a means of dlverting wlnter umter for storage ln
i snafi'reservolr along the nevr canal and also possible storage ln Pelican lake.
Mr, :Colton stated that the people affe.cted were rnrch concerned. by the ond'ition
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creaslng, sufficient stock ls belng turned. back to the company that it is creat-
ing an adtlitional burclen on the remalnlng stoekholders. For this reason, lt is
llkely that from now on the Change Applicatlons of the stockholders w1II be Bro-
testecl by the companles in an effort for thm to nalntain some balance of assess-
ments within thetr companies. Wbether or not anybhing can be done about these
transfers is another question, but at any rate it is sreating a serlous problanr
as far as the lrrigatlon onpanles are concerned..
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